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r Q January 16, 1903 

Necropsy — Health of Ensenada — Lines of travel. 

Ensenada, Mexico, December 22, 1902. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following second preliminary 
report on the investigation of the rumors of plague at this port : 

As already reported in my letter of December 18, a man having 
symptoms similar to the other suspected cases died about midnight 
before the morning of my arrival, and I succeeded in getting a necropsy 
nearly twenty-four hours after death. This was done by Dr. B. H. 
Peterson, health officer of Ensenada, Dr. E. B. Alexander, and myself. 
The following is a resume 1 of the history of the case and necropsy notes : 

Felix Begalado, 21 years, subject to attacks of acute mania, for which 
he was locked up in jail. Has been in this time one year. December 
8 was out after wood, went to bed sick on return. Seen next morning 
by Dr. Peterson. Temperature, 105°; bilious, constipated, headache, 
enlarged gland left groin, not painful. Relieved by purgative. Decem- 
ber 10, a. m., temperature, 102°; p. m., 3 04° ; pulse, good. December 
11, a. m., temperature, 103° ; p. m., 105° ; pulse, 110 to 120, and so 
continued until death. December 14, got up, said he felt well ; temper- 
ature. 101°; complained of pain in groin after pressure of examination. 
December 15, a. m., temperature, 104°; p. m., 103°. December 16, 
a. in., temperature, 100°, nausea and vomiting; p. m., 103°. Died 
about midnight ; no delirium ; little cough all the time. 

While he was sick another prisoner slept in same small room, and is, 
at present writing, well. 

Necropsy held at cemetery, 7 p. in., December 17. Body well nour- 
ished ; no eruption. Glands in left groin enlarged ; some discharge from 
urethra. Lungs somewhat conge-ted ; large old adhesion right pleura. 
Pericardium contained about 100 c. c. of clear fluid, heart slightly 
enlarged. Liver dark color, hemorrhagic ; no spots or abscesses. 
Spleen twice normal size, not friable ; no spots or abscesses, but entire 
organ mottled mahogany color. Kidneys large and bled freely on 
section, but apparently normal. Entire femoral chain of glands left 
side enlarged, not broken down, deep red color, one size of small egg ; 
could trace enlarged lymphatics and veins down and up. Several 
smears and cultures in bouillon and on agar were taken from the liver, 
spleen, lung, heart, blood, and 2 of the enlarged glands. 

The examination of these smears showed an abundance of short thick 
bacilli, some of which gave the bipolar appearance with carbolic- thionin. 
This I reported by wire through Assistant Surgeon Decker to you at 
the Occidental Hotel as per your instructions. 

I have also investigated the reports of rats dying, and have authenti- 
cated the same in 2 cases — 1, a stable back (200 feet) from where 1 
patient died ; the other, a stable on the next block, but in both of these 
places pet rabbits. were kept, and these died at the same time (13 in one 
case, 14 in the other). I can find no suspicion of poisoning in these 
cases which occurred, respectively, three weeks and a month ago, and 
yet rabbits are not susceptible to plague, while the common epidemics 
of rabbits do not affect rats. 

I have carefully canvassed the town and can find no dead rats now, 
and consequently have not been able to make any examination to ascer- 
tain the cause of their disappearance. Besides, I have been unable as 
yet to get any live rats for experimental innoculation, although for 
three nights 1 have had practically all the traps in town set and have 
offered a dollar for each live rat brought me. I have telegraphed Sur- 
geon Glennan at San Francisco, asking him to send me 6 rats and 6 
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Guinea pigs, and they should arrive the 25th. Most of the cultures 
taken from the Regalado case have grown, and I have gotten a short non- 
motile bacillus, decolorizing by Gram, which gives a uniform clouding 
in bouillon, and only rarely shows any bipolar staining. 

The health of the town is at present good, with the exception of a 
child of 6, now seven days ill with a fever of remittent type and symp- 
toms of gastrointestinal irritation. The brother of this boy died of the 
suspected illness some three weeks ago, consequently I am watching 
him closely, but as yet find nothing suspicious except the continuance 
of the fever and the increase of the prostration. 

The regular steamer for San Diego leaves to-night, and I have arranged 
to inspect her and passengers before she sails. She carries little freight 
north bound. 

Owing to the fact that the steamer lies at moorings here and the 
lighters are beached to load, practically the only danger, assuming there 
is plague here, would be from the passengers and their baggage. I 
shall, therefore, ascertain in so far as possible, the extent of exposure, if 
any, of each passenger, and inform Acting Assistarrt Surgeon McKay. 
The majority of the passengers are, especially now during the holidays, 
Americans or English, living either at the Hotel Iturbide — a high, 
healthful location — or out in the country. 

The stage for Tiajuaua (railroad terminal on border) leaves here 3 
times a week. Two days are necessary for the journey, and I am 
informed rarely more than 1 passenger is carried through each trip. 
Eespectfully, S. B. Gbtjbbs, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon. 

The Sukgeon General. 



Bacteriological examinations — Possible origin of the disease — Measures for 
protection of the United States. 

Ensenada, Mexico, December 26, 1902. 
Sib : I have the honor to report that I have this day telegraphed you 
the following, partly in code : 

Provisional diagnosis plague. During past twenty-four hours there have been 2 
deaths; very suspicious. These are cases reported at Mazatlan, Mexico. Local quar- 
antine officer thinks it is plague. Port Pacific Mail Line for Chinese. Steamer once 
month to 'Frisco touches here and other Mexican ports. 

Eegarding the first part of this telegram, 1 would state that there were 
2 deaths on yesterday, December 25. One Santiago Murcii, Italian, 65 
years old, sick four days. All the axillary glands, left side, were 
enlarged and surrounding tissue oedematous. Swelling seemed to pre- 
cede fever, for when first seen by Dr. Power on the 22d his temperature 
was 98°. However - , that afternoon it went up to 106°, and remained 
high, with all the symptoms of a severe intoxication, until his death on 
the morning of the 25th. 

The other case was that of Francisco Kubio, said to be 102 years old, 
but strong and active. He died without medical attendance, after a 
sickness of four days, during the last two of which he had a painful 
swelling under the right arm and a large ecchymosis on right shoulder. 

No necropsy could be obtained in either case, and it was with diffi- 
culty that permission was obtained to puncture the enlarged glands to 
take cultures Smears from both these cases show a certain number of 
bacilli giving the bipolar appearance with carbolic thionin and decolor- 



